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§ 185.728 Testing and servicing of
Emergency Position Indicating
Radiobeacons (EPIRB).

The master of the vessel shall ensure
that:

(a) Each EPIRB, other than an
EPIRB in an inflatable liferaft, must
be tested monthly, using the inte-
grated test circuit and output indica-
tor, to determine that it is operative;

(b) The EPIRB’s battery is replaced
after it is used, or before the date re-
quired by FCC regulations in 47 CFR
part 80, whichever comes sooner; and

(c) The EPIRB test required by para-
graph (a) shall be logged or otherwise
documented, as applicable.

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996, as
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51050, Sept. 30,
1997]

§ 185.730 Servicing of inflatable life-
rafts, inflatable buoyant apparatus,
inflatable life jackets, and inflated
rescue boats.

(a) Each inflatable liferaft, inflatable
buoyant apparatus, inflatable life jack-
et, and hybrid inflatable life jacket or
work vest must be serviced:

(1) Within 12 months of its initial
packing; and

(2) Within 12 months of each subse-
quent servicing, except when servicing
is delayed until the next scheduled in-
spection of the vessel, provided that
the delay does not exceed 5 months.

(b) Each inflatable liferaft and inflat-
able buoyant apparatus must be serv-
iced:

(1) Whenever the container of the raft
is damaged, or the straps or seal are
broken; and

(2) At a servicing facility approved by
the Commandant to service that par-
ticular brand.

(c) Each inflatable life jacket must
be serviced in accordance with the
servicing procedure under § 160.176 in
subchapter Q of this chapter, or other
standard specified by the Commandant.

(d) Each hybrid inflatable life jacket
or work vest must be serviced in ac-
cordance with the servicing procedure
under § 160.077 in subchapter Q of this
chapter, or other standard specified by
the Commandant.

(e) Repair and maintenance of in-
flated rescue boats must be in accord-
ance with the manufacturer’s instruc-

tions. All repairs must be made at a
servicing facility approved by the Com-
mandant, except for emergency repairs
carried out on board the vessel.

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996, as
amended at 62 FR 51359, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 185.740 Periodic servicing of hydro-
static release units.

(a) Each hydrostatic release unit,
other than a disposable unit, must be
serviced:

(1) Within 12 months of its manufac-
ture and within 12 months of each sub-
sequent servicing, except when servic-
ing is delayed until the next scheduled
inspection of the vessel, provided that
the delay does not exceed 5 months;
and

(2) In accordance with the repair and
testing procedures under § 160.062 in
subchapter Q of this chapter, or other
standard specified by the Commandant.

(b) Each disposable hydrostatic re-
lease unit must be marked with an ex-
piration date of two years after the
date on which the unit is installed.

Subpart H—Penalties

§ 185.900 Penalty for violations.

Violation of the provisions of this
subchapter will subject the violator to
the applicable penalty provisions of
Subtitle II of Title 46, United States
Code.

§ 185.910 Suspension and revocation.

An individual holding a license, cer-
tificate of registry, or merchant mari-
ner’s document who commits an act of
misconduct, negligence, or incom-
petence, or who violates or fails to
comply with this subchapter or any
other law or regulation intending to
promote marine safety, is subject to
proceedings under the provisions of 46
U.S.C. 7703 and part 5 of this chapter
with respect to suspension or revoca-
tion of a license, certificate, or docu-
ment.7
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